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TO LIVEBY sia.ids finl sshhoul d ghjgmse t ak established guidelines
tihrencmoney . o for monastic life: which

PHILIP CHIRCOP, 5j Sances: focus on community life,

Reimagined -and retold by . .
" . liturgical! prayer;, and
seasoned pastor was Philip“Chircop

. . manual labour. Together

meeting s a CONSIDER THIS ith. Pachomi he i
variety of members from hisGd—d ! bac zmlus, ehls
parish faith .community. SoI ansvxier_l?h . . o remembered as a /father
Gathered | for ithe 1meeting oomont,nf 'hs t'l s wha as of N ‘communal
were associate pastoad iome OUdO.ygUf Ae?r. f monasticism in Eastern
pastoral assistants, ' © Y NP oo grasp or Christianity.  He: is
members «of (the pastoralmoney’ wealihyiamey a.nd considered a saint by the
council and ithe ifinance the doomdofygureinemes, K i traditions-of both: Eastern
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long life. You asked for
wisdom and knowledge so

you esulifiggovermvwelhmy Basil of Caesarea also

e o pl ver whom v
peepQ: prir €ord e called " saint ‘Basil the
made you kig. Because of

this, you.get what you Great was the Greek
asked fod wisdomand ~ Pishop  of  Caesarea
kinowl edge. AnMpzagasin, Cappadocia,
presenting you the rest as aASia Minor: (modern-day
bonu$ money, wealth,and Turkey). He was an
fame beyond anything the influential theologian
kings before or afteryou  who  supported! the
had orcwi |l | hNicene . OCreed and

2 Chronicles'1:12  gpposed the heresies of
the early Christian
church, fighting: against
both Arianism: and the
followers. of Apollinaris
of Laodicea. His ability. to
bdlance his theological
convictions  with, his
political connections
made Basil a powerful
advocate for the Nicene
position.

In addition to his-work
as atheologian, Basil\was
pastor Bngwn for-his-care of the
T h door and

members ' from 'the:nmany
ministry groups in ithe
parish. They were meeting
to plan the year ahead bu
also, :and:most importantly,
to explore together. ways of
tackling the parishidebt.

In the midst of the meeting
an angel.appeared saying t
the pastorithat she had com
to reward'him: for his;many
years of devoted service tc
his community. He «was
asked 'to .choose: betweer
three blessingsnfinite
wealth, infinite fame o
infinite: wisdom. choose frominfinite
Without hesitation, the \eaith, infinite fame or
pastor .asked  foriinfinite jnfinite wisdom.

wiiisnd orme. oot VY0 which one would you !
the angel,.and disappearec ;pgose and why?

Silence (followed -as - all

heads: slowly turned toward

the pastor; who by now was

glowing in an -aura of

wisdom.

Finally, the .chair of iithe

pastoral council leans in.and

whiics peris ionnt ot he
ears-, nSay ssomet hi

Imagine hat you are
offered three blessings to

ng. o

Basil, Gregory of
Nazianzus, and Gregory
of Nyssa are collectively

referred to as the
Cappadocian Fathers
The Eastern Orthodox
Church.  and Eastern

Catholic Churches have
given him,, together with
Gregory of Nazianzus
and John Chrysostom,
the title of Great Hierarch.
He is recognised as a
Doctor of the Church in
the Roman Catholic
Church. He is sometimes
referred to by the epithet
Ouranophantor (“revealer
of heavenly mysteries".

St Gregory is
remembered on 2
January.

31 DECEMBER
HOLY FAMILY (OR JESUS,
MARY & UOSEPRH feast

The Joy of the Holy
Family

St Joseph: Mary! Let me
spend my energy in the
service of Jesus. |t It-is:for
him and for you that I
work; this thought gives
me courage and helps:me
to bear fatigue. ‘And: then,
when | return in the
evening, one caress from

Jesus, a single/glance from Divine

you, make me forget:the
AAUBO
He wipes: the sweat from

spouse (of ithe \Mother (of
God, the .guardian.ofher
virginity? O Mary!
Tell me, what iis tthis
profound mystery? The
Desired of the eternal hills,
the Emmanuel ifor whom
all the patriarchs have
sighed, sits .on:my knees
and he llooks -at rme, ! his
poor, unworthy servant.
The Blessed Virgin:
Like you, Joseph,!l.am
astonished to 'be -ableito
press to my heart ithe
Child  whose

Mother | am; | am

1 AAT OO (agonished that a little

milk is needful to him who

his brow, then’he sits.down gives life to the world.

by Mary and /looks:at ithe
Child Jesus.
Virgin Mary puts ‘him .on
3AEN-O

his face rtakes ~on ian

The/Blesseg¢ontemplative

(After a long
silence,
Mary continues;) Soon

willl have to teach ithe

O immaculate and.aHpure
Virgin Mary, Mother of
God, (Queen of iithe
Universe, our own good
Lady, you -surpass.all ithe
saints; you are ithe conly
hope of thepatriarchs, the
joy of the saints. "Through
you we have Ibeen
reconciled with our God.
You are the only.advocate
of sinners, the safe port of
the shipwrecked. “You.are
the consolation of ithe
world, the ransom of
captives the joy.of the sick,
the comfort ofthe afflicted,
the refuge and:-salvation of
the whole world.

O great/Princess, Mother
of God, cover us:with gur
wings of mercy .and 'have
pity on us. 'No:other hope

*1--0 AD E desuswill gfok dprgnd ¥pE Asigiven uslbutiyou; Ormost

pure Virgin. We 'have

expression of Celdat joy, Creator of the wuniverse given ourselves ito \you,

he presses/the Divine Child E 1 %

oi

With ¢oE,8 and

have (consecrated

to his heart, kisses/ him he will earn his bread by ourselves to your service.

lovingly and says to him:
Little: child! How sweet
your smile is! s it really
that |, the poor carpenter
Joseph, have the
happiness «of 'holding 'in
my arms the King of
heaven, ithe ‘Saviour «of
humanity? Is it true that |
have the :sublime rmission
of being the foster father
to him whose presence
satisfies the ardent
seraphim and who
nourishes every creature?
Is it true that | am the

the sweat of his adorable
A0l x 8

SAINT THERESE OFLISIEWZ drag us into hell.

Saint Therese of Lisieuxy(
1897) was declared a'Doctor
of the Churchin/1997.

1 JANUARY2018
Monday

SOLEMNITYOF MARY,
THE HOLY'MOTHER OF
GOD

Prayer to,the:Mother of
God

We are your servants,do
not, then, permit Lucifer

O Immaculate'Virgin, we
are under your protection,
and therefore we lhave
recourse to you. We
beseech you (to pprevat
your beloved Son (from
being angry at our -sins
and abandoning us: to: the
power of the deuvil.

O you who -are @ll of
grace, enlighten my
understanding, loosen:my
tongue that it may sing

your praises, and
especially the angelic
salutation, which is so
worthy of you. | salute

you, O jpeace:andjoy; O
salvation and .consolation
of the world. 1 salute you,
O greatestof miracles, ©
paradise of delights, O safe
haven for those in.danger,
fountain of graces,
mediatrix between God
and men.

SAINTEPHREM THE SYRIAN

Saint Ephrem the Syriar{/
373), a.deacon:and ahermit,
wrote hundreds: of hymns:in
honour of the/Blessed: Trinity,
the Incarnation, and the BVM.

2 JANUARY
Tuesday

SsBasil the Great/&
Gregory Nazianzen,
bishops & doctors

How to Make: Straight
the Way of the Lord

repose on high; let us cast
aside the opulence of this
world; let us have
recourse to only that
portion of it that serves a
good end; let us gain our
lives by acts of charity; let
us share what we have
with th e poor that we may
be rich in the bounty of
heaven, give a portion of
your soul too, not just
your body; give a portion


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+1%3A11&version=MSG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesarea_Mazaca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesarea_Mazaca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cappadocia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theologian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollinaris_of_Laodicea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollinaris_of_Laodicea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pachomius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenobite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenobite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nazianzus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nazianzus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nyssa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nyssa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cappadocian_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Catholic_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Catholic_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nazianzus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Holy_Hierarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church

