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 seasoned pastor was 

meeting with a 

variety of members from his 

parish faith community. 

Gathered for the meeting 

were associate pastors and 

pastoral assistants, 

members of the pastoral 

council and the finance 

committee, as well as 

members from the many 

ministry groups in the 

parish.  They were meeting 

to plan the year ahead but 

also, and most importantly, 

to explore together ways of 

tackling the parish debt. 

In the midst of the meeting 

an angel appeared saying to 

the pastor that she had come 

to reward him for his many 

years of devoted service to 

his community. He was 

asked to choose between 

three blessings: infinite 

wealth, infinite fame or 

infinite wisdom. 

Without hesitation, the 

pastor asked for infinite 

wisdom. ñYou got it!ò said 

the angel, and disappeared. 

Silence followed as all 

heads slowly turned toward 

the pastor, who by now was 

glowing in an aura of 

wisdom. 

Finally, the chair of the 

pastoral council leans in and 

whispers into the pastorôs 

ear, ñSay something.ò The 

pastor looked at them and 

said, ñI should have taken 

the money.ò 

Source:  

Re-imagined and retold by  
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CONSIDER THIS  

God answered 

Solomon, ñThis is what has 

come out of your heart: 

You didnôt grasp for 

money, wealth, fame, and 

the doom of your enemies; 

you didnôt even ask for a 

long life. You asked for 

wisdom and knowledge so 

you could govern well my 

people over whom Iôve 

made you king. Because of 

this, you get what you 

asked forðwisdom and 

knowledge. And Iôm 

presenting you the rest as a 

bonusðmoney, wealth, and 

fame beyond anything the 

kings before or after you 

had or will have.ò  

ï2 Chronicles 1:11-12 

 

Imagine that you are 

offered three blessings to 

choose from: infinite 

wealth, infinite fame or 

infinite wisdom.  

Which one would you 

choose and why? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOW YOUR 

SAINTS  
 

 
 

Basil of Caesarea, also 

called Saint Basil the 

Great was the Greek 

bishop of Caesarea 

Mazaca in Cappadocia, 

Asia Minor  (modern-day 

Turkey ). He was an 

influential theologian 

who supported the 

Nicene Creed and 

opposed the heresies of 

the early Christian 

church, fighting against 

both Arianism  and the 

followers of Apollinaris 

of Laodicea. His ability to 

balance his theological 

convictions with his 

political connections 

made Basil a powerful 

advocate for the Nicene 

position.  

 In addition to his work 

as a theologian, Basil was 

known for his care of the 

poor and 

underprivileged. Basil 

established guidelines 

for monastic life which 

focus on community life, 

liturgical prayer, and 

manual labour. Together 

with Pachomius, he is 

remembered as a father 

of communal 

monasticism in Eastern 

Christianity. He is 

considered a saint by the 

traditions of both Eastern 

and Western Christianity . 

 Basil, Gregory of 

Nazianzus, and Gregory 

of Nyssa are collectively 

referred to as the 

Cappadocian Fathers. 

The Eastern Orthodox 

Church and Eastern 

Catholic Churches have 

given him, together with 

Gregory of Nazianzus  

and John Chrysostom, 

the title of Great Hierarch. 

He is recognised as a 

Doctor of the Church  in 

the Roman Catholic 

Church. He is sometimes 

referred to by the epithet 

Ouranophantor ("revealer 

of heavenly mysteries". 

 St Gregory is 

remembered on 2 

January. 

 

 

 
 
 

31 DECEMBER 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY & JOSEPH ɀ feast 

The Joy of the Holy 

Family  

 

St Joseph: Mary!  Let me 

spend my energy in the 

service of Jesus.  It is for 

him and for you that I 

work; this thought gives 

me courage and helps me 

to bear fatigue.  And then, 

when I return in the 

evening, one caress from 

Jesus, a single glance from 

you, make me forget the 

ÄÁÙȭÓ ÌÁÂÏÕÒÓȢ 

 He wipes the sweat from 

his brow, then he sits down 

by Mary and looks at the 

Child Jesus.  The Blessed 

Virgin Mary puts him on 

3ÁÉÎÔ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ËÎÅÅÓȠ ÔÈÅÎ 

his face takes on an 

expression of Celestial joy, 

he presses the Divine Child 

to his heart, kisses him 

lovingly and says to him: 

 Little child !  How sweet 

your smile is!  Is it really 

that I, the poor carpenter 

Joseph, have the 

happiness of holding in 

my arms the King of 

heaven, the Saviour of 

humanity? Is it true that I 

have the sublime mission 

of being the foster father 

to him whose presence 

satisfies the ardent 

seraphim and who 

nourishes every creature?  

Is it true that I am the 

spouse of the Mother of 

God, the guardian of her 

virginity?   O Mary!  

Tell me, what is this 

profound mystery?  The 

Desired of the eternal hills, 

the Emmanuel for whom 

all the patriarchs have 

sighed, sits on my knees 

and he looks at me, his 

poor, unworthy servant. 

 The Blessed Virgin:  

Like you, Joseph, I am 

astonished to be able to 

press to my heart the 

Divine Child whose 

Mother I am; I am 

astonished that a little 

milk is needful to him who 

gives life to the world.  

(After a long 

contemplative silence, 

Mary continues:) Soon, 

Jesus will grow up and you 

will have to teach the 

Creator of the universe 

ÈÏ× ÔÏ ×ÏÒËȣ With you, 

he will earn his bread by 

the sweat of his adorable 

ÂÒÏ×ȣ 

SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX 

 

Saint Therese of Lisieux ([ 

1897) was declared a Doctor 

of the Church in 1997. 

 
 

1 JANUARY 2018  

Monday  

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 

THE HOLY MOTHER OF 

GOD 

Prayer to the Mother of 

God 

 

O immaculate and all-pure 

Virgin Mary, Mother of 

God, Queen of the 

Universe, our own good 

Lady, you surpass all the 

saints; you are the only 

hope of the patriarchs, the 

joy of the saints.  Through 

you we have been 

reconciled with our God.  

You are the only advocate 

of sinners, the safe port of 

the shipwrecked.  You are 

the consolation of the 

world, the ransom of 

captives the joy of the sick, 

the comfort of the afflicted, 

the refuge and salvation of 

the whole world. 

 O great Princess, Mother 

of God, cover us with your 

wings of mercy and have 

pity on us.  No other hope 

is given us but you, O most 

pure Virgin.  We have 

given ourselves to you, 

and have consecrated 

ourselves to your service.  

We are your servants, do 

not, then, permit Lucifer 

to drag us into hell. 

 O Immaculate Virgin, we 

are under your protection, 

and therefore we have 

recourse to you.  We 

beseech you to prevent 

your beloved Son from 

being angry at our sins 

and abandoning us to the 

power of the devil. 

 O you who are full of 

grace, enlighten my 

understanding, loosen my 

tongue that it may sing 

your praises, and 

especially the angelic 

salutation, which is so 

worthy of you.  I salute 

you, O peace and joy, O 

salvation and consolation 

of the world.  I salute you, 

O greatest of miracles, O 

paradise of delights, O safe 

haven for those in danger, 

fountain of graces, 

mediatrix between God 

and men. 

SAINT EPHREM THE SYRIAN 

 

Saint Ephrem the Syrian ([ 

373), a deacon and a hermit, 

wrote hundreds of hymns in 

honour of the Blessed Trinity, 

the Incarnation, and the BVM. 

 
 

2 JANUARY 

Tuesday 

Ss Basil the Great & 

Gregory Nazianzen, 

bishops & doctors 

How to Make Straight 

the Way of the Lord  

 

So let us now follow the 

word; let us seek the 

repose on high; let us cast 

aside the opulence of this 

world; let us have 

recourse to only that 

portion of it that serves a 

good end; let us gain our 

lives by acts of charity; let 

us share what we have 

with th e poor that we may 

be rich in the bounty of 

heaven,  give a portion of 

your soul too, not just 

your body; give a portion 

A 
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