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FOREWORD

Rev Fr Christopher Lee
Parish Priest
As we endure the Covid-19 pandemic, the
world waits in hope for a better tomorrow
when the coronavirus crisis will end, and people
everywhere can return to ‘a new normal’.
In these troubled times, when everything
seems fragile and uncertain, to speak about
hope might seem challenging.
Yet, Easter is about hope. Through the
resurrection of Jesus, we have a new and
living hope that comes from God.

pandemic allows us to feel Jesus’ love,
according to Pope Francis.
Our church community is yet another way
to experience Jesus’ love.
In our parish of St Joseph’s, we are urging
all our brothers and sisters to return to
Church and attend Masses in person again
to worship as one family and to receive the
true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.

Jesus is the hope who is filled with love for
the world and the Church.

Our heavenly Father is reaching his arms out
to you; the Holy Spirit is whispering in your
ear, stirring your heart to draw you home.

The resurrected Jesus empowers us to speak
words of consolation, encouragement,
and strength to those we meet in our
daily life. Caring for those who suffer or
feel abandoned because of the Covid-19

As one people of God, let us come together for
Masses again and let the Church resound with
our voices as we sing and give praise to God for
His ‘future and a hope’ that He has promised all
who believe in the resurrected Christ.

The Carpenter
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“I have decided to be a Disciple”

H I G H L I G H TS

First Profession of Bro Dominic Hoh, CDD

On 9 November 2021, Bro Dominic Hoh made his
first profession of religious vows, at the Chapel
of St Joseph in St Joseph’s Church (Bukit Timah),
to become a member of the Congregation of the
Disciples of the Lord (CDD). This is the order’s
first local vocation after a presence of more than
twenty years in Singapore.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Bro Dominic
celebrated this joyous occasion with CDD
members, immediate family members and close
friends in an private ceremony. Many friends who
were unable to witness the ceremony generously
offered their sincere prayers for the occasion.
Fr Peter Zhang, the presider of the ceremony,
shared in his homily that vocation is a gift from
God, an invitation to climb the holy mountain
of the Lord and enter His Holy Temple. He
encouraged Bro Dominic to continue responding
to God’s call with faithfulness and courage, for if
we are ardent in following the Lord’s call, we will
surely find joy and fulfillment in life. Fr Peter also
thanked Bro Dominic’s family for their love and
support, and for generously offering their son to
the Lord’s service.
After professing his religious vows, Bro Dominic
shared that it was of special significance for him
to be able to make his first vows on the Feast
of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica: “Just
as how a church was dedicated and offered to
God; I, through the vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience; offer my life as a disciple of the Lord
in the service of His Kingdom”.
Bro Dominic, 27, is the eldest of three children
in his family, with two younger sisters. His home
parish is the Church of the Holy Spirit at Upper

Thomson Road. He says that he owes his vocation
to several inspirational priestly figures in his life,
including his godfather, Fr. Michael Teo and his
former parish priest, Fr. Andrew Wong. He was
attracted to CDD's mission of spreading the Good
News through inculturation of the faith.
CDD was founded in 1927 by Servant of God,
Cardinal Celso Costantini, with the defining
characteristics of “fervent love for the Holy
Eucharist” and “devoted loyalty to the Holy See”. The
Congregation has a special missionary mandate to
evangelize the Chinese people universally. In this
region, CDD members are present in Singapore,
Malaysia and Indonesia. At present, there are a
total of six CDD members in Singapore engaged
in parish work, formation and religious education.

Bro Dominic (third from left)

Bro Dominic professing his religious vows
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My Vocation Story
Deacon Friar Robin Toha OFM

B

orn in a Buddhist/Taoist family, the idea
of me becoming a catholic religious
priest was definitely never in the plan of
my family. As the youngest child and the only son
in the family, I was expected to carry the family
name to the next generation.

hospital that our relatives brought different priests
and pastors from various Christian denominations
to pray for my dad. He was open to Christianity
and said that our family would go to church when
he is no longer in the hospital. However, my dad
did not make it, and he passed away after more
than a month struggling in the hospital.

I was born in Palembang, South Sumatera,
Indonesia. I grew up in a family of seven in a
shophouse where my dad had his business selling
car tires. While I do not have a lot of memories
of my time there, I remember clearly that I first
learned about the concept of God from my mum,
who faithfully used to offer her prayers to the god
in the sky every morning. On the first and fifteenth

Life changed after his passing. Our family had to
move from Palembang, my dad’s hometown, to
Bogor, West Java, my mum’s hometown. As a
10-year-old child, I could not really comprehend
what was happening. What I knew was that our
new house was smaller and it was rented, my mum
suddenly had to wake up before 4am every day to

day of the month of the Chinese calendar, I would
accompany my mum to the temple to pray.

make and sell fish cake, and our lifestyle changed
drastically.

My childhood was comfortable until one day, when
I was about nine years old, I heard that my dad
had some health problems. I did not understand
what was going on then, I only knew that he
struggled with his health and business. Since then,
I began to hear the words “stress”, “heart attack”,
“debts”, “bank interest”, and “bankruptcy” in the
conversations of the adults at home.

In Bogor, my mum decided to join RCIA and
she brought all her five children along. We were
baptized as a family in December 1993. To my
mum, the Church was probably a place where she
found some comfort and hope in her struggle to
live as a young widow with five children. To me,
going to the church on Sundays was a chore that
I didn’t like. I found it hard to have faith in God
“who took away my father and made my family
suffer”. What kept me going to the church was just
to please my mum. She had more than enough

A year later, my dad was brought to Jakarta for
medical treatment as his heart condition was
getting worse every day. It was during his stay in the
4 Easter 2022

suffering, and I did not want to add to it by my
refusal to go to church. I didn’t grow in faith, but I
grew in my respect, appreciation, and love for my
mum. I witnessed how she kept on trying and kept
on getting up after every struggle and failure after
my dad’s passing. To me, she is the personification
of perseverance, strength, and love.
For my mum, I worked hard and always tried my best
in everything I did in school. I hated our poverty; thus,
I spent my adolescence planning to be a rich man.
Even as a young boy, I was focused and ambitious
that someday, I would be wealthy and my family
would not have to struggle anymore. I considered
myself very ‘lucky’ when I got the opportunity to
study in NTU, Singapore. Finally, I could see the
light at the end of the tunnel. Singapore would be
my gateway to get my family out of poverty.
I came to Singapore with lots of excitement and
hope but they did not last long. My English was
horrible, I did not have any close friends, and
I was lonely as it was my first time away from
home. I felt I was in the lowest point of my life
and I had no choice but to survive.
It was in this moment when I had no one to turn
to, that I experienced God intimately. God came to
me in the form of two good friends who generously
helped and supported me in any ways they
could. I did not have anything to offer them in our
friendship, but they were always there for me. They
are Catholics and they were the ones who brought
me to the faith. I signed up for RCIA in NTU, which
was led by a Franciscan friar, Friar Clifford, and I
received the Sacrament of Confirmation a year later.
Through RCIA, I fell in love not only with the faith, but
also with the friars who were serving in NTU then. I

admired the passion that the friars had when they
shared their faith.
Upon graduation from NTU, I spent the next few years
trying to build a career. Slowly but surely, I achieved
my dreams one by one. Life was comfortable again.
However, no matter how comfortable it was, there
was always something missing in my life. There was
a longing for something more. Financial freedom
did not bring me the happiness that I thought it
would. In fact, I was lacking in motivation at work
although I was still doing pretty well.
It took an episode of cancer with a prognosis of one
year left in my life before I made the intentional
discernment about what to do in my life. Part of
the one-year plan was to spend the last six months
of my life in a monastery, to prepare myself to see
God. When I was miraculously healed, I thought to
myself, that I did not have to be dying to live the
last moments of my life in a monastery.
The thought of joining the religious life came to
mind, but I thought it was too late. There was too
much to let go. I spent a few years in dilemma,
trying to find a way to live life to the fullest without
having to join the religious life. No matter how
hard I tried to find a sense of purpose in my life,
I failed. After a few years struggling and running
away, I was tired and lost.
I did not see how it was possible for me to join
the priesthood or religious life, but I decided to
“give God a chance”. I began the discernment to
join the seminary, but after journeying for a while,
I never felt the call. At this point, I was confused
as I thought priesthood should be the answer to
what I was looking for.
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I took a break from the discernment process for
a year before I realized that my primary call was
to share God’s goodness as I have experienced it
myself.
I realized that God has been present all through
my life. God was present when I had the good life
in Palembang. God was present when my family
went through bankruptcy and my dad passed away.
God was present when my family was struggling in
Bogor. God was present in my move to Singapore.
God was present in my cancer. God was present in
my search for Him. God is always present and there
is always a hope we can hold on to. My life story is
the testimony, and I would like to share that in all
possible ways.
I want to share with the youth, especially the
orphans, that there is always hope in our life. I want
to share with the poor that the key to happiness is
our grateful heart, not the material wealth. I want
to share with the young that life is good and we
do not have to be someone else that we are not. I
want to share with the sick that trust in God is the
best medicine. I want to share with the world that
God is alive and present in our life. I want to be
God’s instrument, in whatever way God wants to
use me.

I was giving God just a little chance, but God
answered me by giving me a whole new life. The
journey with the friars has been remarkable. Not
only with the friars in Singapore, my experience
with the friars and the other religious in Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, Australia, and Cambodia has
inspired me to serve the Lord in different ways. God
is good, and so is our life. There is a lot of hope for
our world.
Until today, God continues surprising me in ways I
never expected. I am still “unboxing” the surprises
as I am now serving in St. Joseph’s Church. This is
my first time to be attached to a parish and I am
very grateful for this experience. I am blessed to
be part of this parish that has welcomed me and
been guiding me in my journey to be God’s servant.
Thank you, St. Joseph’s Church parish! I look
forward to experiencing much more of God’s
goodness in our journey together.
Peace and all good,
Deacon Friar Robin Toha OFM

In my discernment, I felt that my call may not
always be to serve in a parish setting. The ministry
in a parish is wonderful, but for me personally, I
felt called to the possibilities to also serve in a
school/orphanage, or in a hospice, or in a retreat
centre, or any place the Lord sends me to. This is
the reason why I decided to join the Franciscan
friars.
Deacon Friar Robin and his mother

Photo: facebook.com/FranciscansMySg
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Our French Heritage
Peter Ling

G

MEP was formed in 1663 to support the Propaganda
Fide vision. MEP evangelised in Tonkin, Cochinchina,
Siam, western China and southern India. From its
regional base in Siam, MEP expanded to Malaya,
starting with Kedah and Penang.

Instead of French heritage, our church and many
parishes could have had Portuguese or Spanish
legacy if history had taken a different path in
Singapore and the region. Due to magazine space
limitation, this article focuses only on the historical
context and the pioneering SJCBT parish priests.

Competitive military powers had also spread their
Christian faith in Asia. The Protestant Dutch were
in Malacca and Indonesia while the Anglican British
were in Bombay, Malacca, Penang and Singapore.
The Anglican London Missionary Society entered
Malacca in 1815 and Singapore in 1819, with support
from Stamford Raffles to teach Chinese and spread
Christianity.

od has blessed St Joseph’s Church in
Bukit Timah (SJCBT) with 26 parish priests
since 1846, with four serving two terms in
different years. About 60 percent of our parish priests
were from the Paris Foreign Missions or Missions
Étrangères de Paris (MEP), which also established
19 of the 32 parishes in Singapore.

Historical Context
In the 15th and 16th centuries, Portugal and Spain
had papal privilege (Padroado) to spread the
Catholic faith in their conquered territories. In Asia,
the Portuguese converted communities in Goa,
Malacca, Macao and Siam while Spain spread
Catholicism in the Philippines.
In 1622, Pope Gregory XV introduced a central
institution in Rome to better govern missionary
activities. Known as Congregationis de Propaganda
Fide (Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith),
this system led to conflicts between Padroado and
Propaganda Fide missionaries.

After Singapore became a British port in 1819, some
converts of the Catholic Portuguese, Anglican British
and Protestant Dutch migrated from Malacca. Hence,
when MEP’s Fr Laurent Imbert from Penang visited
Singapore in 1821 on his way to Korea, he found a
dozen Catholics who needed a priest to serve them.
However, the Portuguese Mission in Malacca acted
faster by sending a priest between 1822-1824. Then
a Portuguese priest from Macao, Fr Francisco da
Silva Pinto e Maia, set up a base in Singapore in
1825.
MEP claimed jurisdiction to represent the Catholic
Church in Singapore in 1832. The Portuguese
Mission in Singapore protested. A Spanish priest
Easter 2022
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from Goa also came to Singapore and claimed
jurisdiction. This resulted in triple ex-communication
forbidding each priest from celebrating mass in
Singapore.
The Portuguese and the French Catholic missions
‘battled’ for many years through newspaper publicity
until a papal decree re-confirmed that the MEP
Apostolate Vicar of Siam had jurisdiction over
Singapore. Consequently, the Portuguese Mission
continued separately in Singapore until 1981, when
the Victoria Street St Joseph’s Church, founded in
1853, became part of the Archdiocese of Singapore.

Paris seeking medical treatment in 1851, the secret
societies pillaged Chinese Christian plantations and
killed many people. Fr Marie-Francois Issaly, who
assisted Fr Mauduit between 1847-1853, escaped
the 1851 riots as he was in a different part of
Singapore attending to a sick Christian woman.

The Pioneers
Fr Jean-Marie Beurel, who took
charge of the MEP mission in
Singapore in 1839, had the
vision to start a church to serve
Chinese migrants working in
gambier, pepper and rubber
plantations. These workers were
reluctant to travel what was then
a long distance to the Good Shepherd city chapel
established in 1833.
Fr Anatole Mauduit 1846-1858
Fr Beurel sent Fr Anatole Mauduit to start the jungle
mission. Born in 1817 in Mortain, France, Fr Mauduit
was ordained a priest on 17 June 1843. He arrived
in Singapore in 1844 and assisted Fr Beurel to look
after the Chinese converts.
Fr Mauduit solicited funds in 1845 to build a chapel
in Kranji, even writing to his Mortain parish for
assistance. In 1846, Fr Mauduit dedicated the chapel
to Fr Beurel’s favourite saint, St Joseph. By 1849,
Kranji became known as the Catholic Village, with
children from non-Christian families also attending
Catechism classes.
Mission life was tough for Fr Mauduit. Chinese
secret societies, losing power and memberships
when workers converted to Catholicism, attacked
the jungle mission in 1849. When Fr Mauduit was in

6 Easter 2022
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Undeterred, Fr Mauduit continued serving his
community. In 1853, the new St Joseph’s Church
was built in Bukit Timah on land that Fr Beurel had
bought from the British East India Company. In 1854,
Fr Mauduit bought a nutmeg plantation and used the
income for his growing parish.
Fr Mauduit’s health suffered from rural hardships over
12 years. He often sacrificed his own meagre rice
portion for his poor parishioners. When he vomited
several times on Wednesday of Holy Week in 1858,
he asked Fr Beurel to give him his last rites. Fr Mauduit
died on Holy Thursday, 1 April 1858, and was buried
in SJCBT on Good Friday. He was aged 41.
Fr Ambroise Maistre 1858-1860
Fr Ambroise Maistre was born in 1821 in Entremont,
France. Soon after he was ordained on 17 June 1848,
he left for Malacca, where he served the Ayer Salak
parish for two years. He then came to Singapore to
assist Fr Beurel and Fr Mauduit in shepherding the
expanding Catholic community.
Fr Maistre established the Chapel of St Mary in
1853 in Aukang in the Serangoon district. He had
purchased colonial government land to build an
attap chapel to serve the growing population of
Teochew Catholics. He had allocated land parcels
to his Serangoon parishioners to motivate them to

set up homes and farms. The Aukang parish grew to
be known as ‘Holy Land’ and laid the foundation for
Fr Nicholas Chia and Fr William Goh, who became
Singapore’s local archbishops.
After a short stint in SJCBT, Fr Maistre relocated in
1860 to Penang and Province Wellesley. He built a
bigger chapel of St Anne in Bukit Mertajam in 1865
but fell ill and returned to Paris, where he died on 24
April 1866 at the age of 45 years.
Fr Augustin Perie 1860-1863, 1868-1870
Fr Augustin Perie was born in 1832 in SaintChamarand in France. He was ordained on 18 June
1859 and was posted to Penang to serve the Matang
Tinggi and Batu Kawan communities before arriving
at the Bukit Timah parish.
Fr Perie learned the Teochew dialect from a teacher
and by conversing with his parishioners. As a result,
he was popular with Chinese migrants who lived
in fear of man-eating tigers. When the Bukit Timah
Chief of Police wanted to use the body of a dead
coolie as bait to capture the animal, whose skin was
worth one hundred dollars, Fr Perie defied the order
and had parishioners bring the corpse to the church
for a funeral vigil. Fr Perie also faced threats from
the secret societies, who tried to poison him and
placed a $1000 reward for anyone who killed him!
Fr Perie also made other contributions to the parish.
He played matchmaker to find convent girls for his
Christian boys and laid the foundation for the St
Joseph’s Association for Good Death. He attracted
poor parishioners to attend catechism classes by
providing dinner.
He also got on well with Portuguese Catholics in
Singapore. He built a school for parish children with
donation from a Portuguese woman. He repaired the
presbytery with donations collected from Portuguese,
Chinese and French guests at a dinner on the Feast
of St Joseph.
When typhoid fever hit around 1862 and Fr Perie
could not get more medical assistance to treat his

infected parishioners, his Portuguese
friend working in The Singapore Gazette
wrote an article on ‘The plague at Bukit
Timah’. This resulted in the Governor
sending doctors and medical
supplies to stop the disease.
Fr Perie was then assigned to Malaya
in 1863, where he set up Christian
communities in Pontian in Johore and
Ayer Itam in Penang. He returned to
the Bukit Timah parish for his second
term of service between 1868-1870.
Being ill, he returned to France and
served as parish priest in French
communities until he died on 16
January 1892.

Fr Augustin Perie

Conclusion
The Catholic Church in Singapore and SJCBT have
grown from the missionary work of French missionary
priests, who spoke local dialects and lived in harsh
conditions. MEP paved the way for local priests in
Singapore and Malaya to spread the Catholic faith
and for other missionary congregations to start
several churches in Singapore in the 20th century.
Peter Ling is with the Lector Ministry
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Our First Local Parish Priest
Peter Ling

F

r Stephen Lee was the

In 1929, Fr Lee became the first local priest in

first local priest serving

almost a hundred years to head the Chinese

St Joseph’s Church in Bukit

Catholic Mission in Singapore. In the same year,

Timah (SJCBT) between

he also completed the building of the Church of St

1934-1937, nearly 90 years

Teresa when MEP priest Fr Emile Mariette died from

after our parish started as

a falling plank during construction in 1928. A few

a jungle chapel in Kranji. Fr

years later, he started the St Teresa’s Sino-English

Lee followed the footsteps

Primary School.

of 13 French missionaries
from the Paris Foreign Missions or Missions
Étrangères de Paris (MEP) who had served as
parish priests from 1846.
Born in Malacca in 1896, Fr Lee and 11 other
younger siblings grew up in a devout Catholic family.
He was ordained in 1922 and served the Church
of the Visitation in Seremban before arriving at the
Church of Saints Peter & Paul in 1923. He was
known as ‘a big man with big ideas’.

When the Brothers of St Gabriel needed funds to
start the St Joseph’s Trade School in 1938, Fr Lee
obtained funding from Tiger Balm’s Aw brothers to
set up the dormitory, workshop and parochial house.
In 1940, he approached the Canossian Sisters
to start a school in Aljunied, which later became
the Canossa Convent School. In 1946, he cosponsored the creation of the Bedok Chong Hwa
Public School, a Chinese-medium school in Upper
Changi Road. He also started an orphanage for

He was famous for helping refugees from Swatow

orphan boys at the Church of St Teresa after the

who had escaped persecution of Chinese Catholics

Japanese Occupation.

in 1927. He applied for government aid and
succeeded at his 49th attempt to obtain hilly land in
the Mandai forest for the refugees.
Since the refugees commuted for half a day to
attend mass at SJCBT, Fr Lee built a small chapel in
Mandai dedicated to St Anthony of Padua. He also

Fr Lee's health declined during the harsh Japanese
Occupation, especially after severe beating by
soldiers in the Church of St Teresa. He passed
away on 29 November 1956 at the age of 60.
Peter Ling is with the Lector Ministry

started a ‘Hall of Learning’ in an attap hut, which
later became the Cheng Chi Primary School. The
long-winding road in Mandai was named Stephen
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The Gravestone
that Te lls
a Story
Ava Lau

I

n the Rosary Garden, one can find
a light grey, weather-worn grave
marker. With age, the inscription
has become almost indecipherable,
but the epitaph honours the memory
of Fr. Anatole Mauduit, MEP, a French
Catholic missionary and the first
parish priest of St Joseph’s Church.
In transcribing and translating
the epitaph, we learn about the
person that Fr. Mauduit was. Tracing
the journey of how Fr. Mauduit’s
gravestone came to be sheds light on
one aspect of the history of the parish.

Gravestone in the Rosary Garden, 2021
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I. Reading the Gravestone

D. O. M.
ANATOLIUS MAUDUIT,

To God, best and greatest,

E Congreg Missionum ad Exteros

from the Paris Foreign Missions Society,

Qui Primus

who first

hanc Christianit et Ecclesiam S Joseph

founded, built, and governed

fundavit Erexit ac gubernavit,

St Joseph’s Church.

Vir zelo ac pietate conspicuus.

A man of visible zeal and piety,

In corporis afflictationibus fortitudine insignis.

he was marked by fortitude in corporal affliction.

Pro fide propagandā

For the propagation of the faith,

impensā curā impensā substantiā

having expended care and substance

superimpensus ipse

he himself was spent.

Omnium votis et amori ereptus obiit die 1 Aprilis,

From the prayers of all and drawn away to Love,

Anno Ω S, MDCCCLVIII.

he died on the first of April 1858,

ætatis suae XLI.

at 41 years of age.

hoc mærentes posuerunt oves

His mourning sheep set down this monument

Monumentum pietatis in Bonum Pastorem

in devotion to the Good Shepherd.

生於耶曆一千八百一十六年五月

This is the tomb of Fr. Anatolius Mauduit.

傳教誨人於大山母十二年
聖名亞納多肋孟神父之靈墓

ANATOLE MAUDUIT

He was born in the fifth month of 1816.
After being a missionary for 12 years on this
mountain, he returned to the Lord on the

終於耶曆一千八百五十八年二月十八日

18th day of the second month in 1858.

Transcription of the gravestone

Translation of the gravestone

12 Easter 2022

a. Two Languages

c. Substance and Care

A key feature of the gravestone is that it was
inscribed in Latin and Mandarin with the noticeable
absence of English although that was at the time
the administrative language of Singapore under
British colonial rule. The two languages used
point to the unique status of St Joseph’s Church.
Latin was and remains today the language used
in official documents by the Holy See. Its use on
the gravestone embodies the participation of the
young parish in the long history of the Roman
Catholic Church, which was still developing at that
point its presence in Singapore and the region.
The Chinese epitaph reflects how Fr. Mauduit was
a pioneer in ministering to Chinese Catholics living
in rural areas through his inland mission. It made
sense for his grave to be legible to his bereaved
flock. The use of the two languages point to how
Fr. Mauduit was a bridge connecting, even in
death, his beloved congregation with the universal
Mother Church.

The Latin version was skilfully constructed in all
likelihood by a fellow cleric.

b. Two Calendars
Another delightful cultural feature of the gravestone
is that the Latin date of Fr. Mauduit’s death is
different from the date in Chinese. The Chinese
version records his passing on “二月十八日” (i.e.,
2nd month 18th day). This “discrepancy” arises
because 1 April 1858 was, in fact, the 18th day of
the second month for the concurrent lunar year.1
With the differences between ecclesiastical and
Chinese culture, it would have been logical to use
the Gregorian calendar when writing in Latin and
to use the lunar calendar when writing in Chinese.
1 Thanks to Fr. Peter Zhang, CDD for observing this and calculating the lunar date, as
well providing the transcription and translation of the Chinese epitaph.

Pro fide propagandā
impensā curā impensā substantiā
superimpensus ipse
For the propagation of the faith,
having expended substance and care,
he himself was spent.
The heart of the epitaph from lines 9 to 11 centers
around the word impendere (found in the epitaph
in impensā and superimpensus), which means “to
expend” or “to devote”, with the suggestion that
this outpouring came at great personal cost. The
central message is that Fr. Mauduit poured out
everything he had for the propagation of the faith.
But what was it that Fr. Mauduit gave without
measure? Two words in line 10, curā and
substantiā, form a curious and beautiful pairing.
One interpretation is that Fr. Mauduit expended
both care (i.e., attention, concern) and substance
(i.e., fortune, financial means) in his ministry. The
pastor gave to his sheep from both his heart and
his possessions. The British scientist Alfred Russel
Wallace, who stayed with Fr. Mauduit during his
exploration of Singapore, records in his book The
Malay Archipelago the extraordinary generosity
of the priest with both his time and what little
resources he had.2 These lines thus speak to
how Fr. Mauduit’s priestly life was utterly spent in
sacrificial love for his parish.
2 Clement Liew, Mission on a Hill, 64.
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II. Tracing the Movements of the Gravestone
of the new sanctuary and transept while worship
continued in the old church. The second phase was
when Masses were celebrated in the new structure
and the old church was demolished to make room
for the long aisle of the new church. It can be
ascertained that Fr. Maudiut’s tomb was moved out
of the old church and into the cemetery behind the
church during the second phase.4 This would have to
be closer to 1964 when construction was completed.
A photograph shows that the gravestone was
connected to other gravestones including that of
the late Archbishop Michael Olçomendy—a piece of
information that has been confirmed by the first-hand
accounts of long-time parishioners. Not much else
The gravestone in the old St Joseph’s Church, circa 1953 3

is known about Fr. Mauduit’s grave in the cemetery,
which ceased to receive burials in 1984.5

Tracing the journey of the gravestone to its
current location in the Rosary Garden required
some detective work since old photographs
of the stone show it to have been in different
locations.
On Fr. Mauduit’s passing in 1858, the tomb
and gravestone were located inside the main
church along the central aisle. This followed
the European practice at the time of burying
prominent members of the community in key
spots within a church. A photograph found in a
booklet commemorating the centenary of the
parish shows this most clearly.
The first move of Fr. Mauduit’s tomb took place
during the construction of the new church
under the charge of Fr. Joachim Teng. Whilst it
is uncertain when exactly construction began,
the documents point to it happening in two
phases. The first phase entailed the building
3 Saint Joseph’s Church, Centenary Souven, (Singapore: St. Joseph’s Church), 21.
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The gravestone in the cemetery, unknown date. 6

4 Said process was described in personal communication with Fr. Augustine Tay and former
parishioners. See also St. Joseph’s Church, 150 Years: 1846-1996, (Singapore: St. Joseph’s
Church), 38-39.
5 Chancery-Archives, “St. Joseph’s Church Cemetery,” History of the Catholic Church in
Singapore, accessed September 24, 2021, https://history.catholic.sg/st-josephs-churchcemetery-the-last-catholic-resting-place-of-our-early-missionaries.
6 St. Joseph’s, 150 Years, 36. Confirmed also through personal communication with Fr.
Augustine Tay and a past caretaker of the parish, Ah Soon.

Whilst Fr. Mauduit’s life has ended, his legacy
continues. St Joseph’s Church celebrates her 175th
anniversary and the Archdiocese gives thanks for
200 years of the Catholic Church in Singapore this
year. If, as Tertullian says, the blood of Christians
is like a seed sanctifying a land, then certainly the
Catholic Church of Singapore is the fruit of the
sacrifices made by missionaries, who braved perilous
sea voyages, poverty, roaming tigers, decades of
homesickness, brutal secret societies, and the great
uncertainty of what they would find in Southeast
Asia—all so that they could bring the light of Christ
to others. In remembering that Fr. Mauduit left his
homeland, so that he could live, minister, die, and
be buried in a foreign land, we acknowledge that his
death was not the end of his story, but the beginning
of ours in Singapore.
The gravestone after Fr. Mauduit was exhumed.7

In 1996, according to parish records, the remains
of Fr. Mauduit were exhumed and interred into
the parish columbarium. No written record was
found of what happened to the gravestone, but
photographs and write-ups by a historian found
online suggest that it was left within the general
vicinity of the gravesite. It was possible that
at some point it was placed near the current
childcare centre.

May his gravestone and memory inspire us and
future generations to live, as he did, lives poured out
for the faith and for others.

In 2016, the gravestone was restored and
placed upright in its new place of prominence at
the Rosary Garden. This is where the gravestone
now rests, until the parish treads new paths in
the future.
7 James Tann, “St Joseph Church Cemetery 1846-1984,” hjtann photoblog,
August 8, 2012, http://hjtann-pixs.blogspot.com/2012/08/st-joseph-churchcemetery-1846-1984.html. See also James Tann, articles tagged “mauduit”
Princess Elizabeth Estate, August 24, 2021, https://ijamestann.blogspot.com/
search?q=mauduit and Joe Lai, “The Priest has a Name: Rev Fr. Anatolius
Mauduit,” Flying Fish Friends, December 22, 2013, http://flyingfishfriends.blogspot.
com/2013/12/the-priest-has-name-rev-fr-anatolius.html.

The gravestone being transferred to the unfinished garden.8

8 Photo provided by contractor to the parish, December 2, 2016.
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Dead but not Gone:

Enduring lessons
from the martyrs closest to us

Pax Li
“We worship Christ as God's Son;
we love the martyrs as the Lord's disciples
and imitators, and rightly so because of their
matchless devotion towards their king and master.
May we also be their companions
and fellow disciples!”
(CCC #957)

T

The Martyrs Closest to Us
In the early days of Christianity when persecution
was rampant, memorial Masses for martyrs were
celebrated on top of their tombs in the catacombs.
When Christianity was legalized, the practice of
inserting minute portions of the relics of martyrs
into the altar was introduced. This practice is
rooted in Scripture: “I saw underneath the altar

he memories of our departed loved ones are
often marked by the wise words they have
spoken, examples of virtue or acts of love and

the souls of all the people who had been killed on
account of the Word of God, for witnessing to it”

(Revelation 6:9 NJB).

kindness – stories that we fondly re-live and re-tell.

This leads to a natural curiosity about the relics

As Christians, our belief in the communion of saints

embedded in the altar of our parish. Whose

keeps our departed brothers and sisters even closer

presence are we honoured by? We have in

to us. This profound sense of union is the basis of

possession a certificate of authenticity of the relics

our hope that we will one day feast together again in

signed on 1 May 2012 by the then Archbishop

our true Home. Included in this communion of saints

Nicholas Chia during the re-dedication of the

are countless martyrs whose lives speak of what it

church and blessing of the new altar after

means to be completely devoted to Christ. It is right

extensive renovations. It reads:

that we come to know them better; and continue to
be encouraged and inspired by them. We shall look
into the lives of two martyrs; Sts Prosper and Clarus,
closer to us than we realise, right here in St Joseph’s
Church (Bukit Timah).
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“Rev Fr Peter Barthoulot, the Rector of St Francis
Xavier Minor Seminary on the 27th Day of
September 1961 inscribed on his own hand on
this altar stone “OSSA PROSPERI (et) CALRI”,

i.e., the relics of the martyrs of St Prosper and St

poor. He was merciful towards those at the margins.
Despite the pressures of the time and the risks
involved, he refused to make sacrifices to the Roman
gods and therefore the Emperor who considered
himself god. He firmly professed his faith in Christ,
and for that, he was beheaded.

No matter the circumstances, St Prosper stood for
God. In what areas of your life are you called to
choose Christ more definitively?
Today, St Prosper is likely to have the greatest
following in Sicily; with the towns of Catenannuova,
Clarus are contained in this altar stone.”
These are two lesser-known saints who are today
celebrated in local calendars, rather than the universal
calendar of the church. How did they come to be
martyrs? How can they inspire us today?

St Prosper, Soldier for Christ
Early efforts at researching the martyr St Prosper
proved challenging as preliminary searches did not
lead to any relevant results. There were some popular
references to a certain St Prosper of Aquitaine, but
he did not die a martyr’s death. Was St Prosper the
martyr dead and forgotten? A breakthrough was
made when the search was conducted using the
Italian language. What do the Italians know about this
early fourth century saint that he remains so highly
regarded in Italy?
St Prosper was a Roman soldier who was martyred,
circa 304 AD, during the reign of the Roman emperor,
Diocletian. His body was buried in the catacombs of
San Callisto in Rome. On conversion to Christianity,
he left the worldly life by renouncing positions of
prestige and power; and gave his possessions to the

Centuripe, and Marianopoli having adopted the
saint as their patron. As a saint celebrated within
local calendars, there is no definitive date for the
feast of this saint.
The church in Centuripe has records of miracles
attributed to the saint. Pietro Gravina, a priest and
doctor, had a servant who was despairing as she
was suffering intensely from a tumour in her belly.
Recalling that he had in possession a relic of St
Prosper, he held it close to the sick women whose
pain diminished and was healed. The miracle was
attested by a document dated and marked 24 March
1698, Palermo. The relic along with the pontifical
certificate of authenticity and letter certifying the
miracle was delivered to the church in Centuripe.
The town of Cantenanuova commissioned a wooden
statue of St Prosper in the 18th century. He is
depicted as a nobleman. He holds a palm, the symbol
of martyrdom, in his right hand. In his left hand, he
holds a purple banner surmounted with a globe and
the golden cross, symbolizing victory in martyrdom.
The following ancient prayer may give you some
insights as to what St Prosper can teach you about
being a true follower of Christ:
Easter 2022
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An Ancient Prayer to
St Prosper
O, glorious St Prosper
who sacrificed blood and
life to confess the faith,
obtain for us the grace
of the Lord to suffer for
His sake any insults and
torments rather than
to lose one’s Christian
virtues; and that in the
absence of oppressors, we
mortify our flesh with the
exercise of penance, so
that by voluntarily dying to
the world and to ourselves,
we merit to live with God
in this life, and for ever and
ever. Amen.

St Clarus, Man of Chastity
Coming to know St Clarus was an easier task as he was
listed in the classic, Butler’s Lives of the Saints, with a
brief description of his life.
St Clarus was an English man who died for the faith,

sent two knights after him with the order that he
be killed. When found, he lied about his identity.
He later felt guilty that he had committed a sin
against God by lying and called the knights back
before they could leave the village. He owned up
and was beheaded.
While the details differ, what is certain is that St
Clarus was a model of chastity. His love for God
was pure and for that, he received a martyr’s end.
He was buried in the abbey church in Saint-Clairsur-Epte.
His feast was at one time universally celebrated
on the day of his passing on 4 November, but
the saint has since been removed from the latest
version of the Roman Martyrology published in
2004. He is now celebrated locally on 18 July in
Saint-Clair-sur-Epte.

True to his name, St Clarus demonstrated
absolute clarity about what his heart desired.
He could have been easily flattered by the
advances of noble lady and reciprocated, and
yet he chose the love of God. How important is
the love of God to you?

circa 884 AD. After being ordained as a priest, he went

Legend has it that after being

to France to become a hermit and to preach Christianity

beheaded, he collected his

by word and example. It is believed that he was apt at

head that had fallen among

healing eye diseases. Settling in Vexin, the monk caught

the bushes, dipped it in

the attention of the noble lady of the town. Although

the well water, carried it

she was highly attracted to him, St Clarus spurned her

into the centre of town

advances. To evade the unwanted attention, he fled to a

and found his way to

nearby forest. Aggrieved, she sent two ruffians after him

the monastery. It was

who hunted him down and beheaded him.

romanticised that he

A variation of his story is that it was the intentions of his
wealthy parents to have him marry a noble English lady. In
refusing to do so, he became a Christian and fled to France
at God’s prompting to become a hermit. The English lady
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was beautiful even
in death and thus
able to illuminate
the path with his
face.

EV E N TS

Does it seem far-fetched that a man who had

may have been from time past, but their stories

been beheaded was able to pick his head up

are as alive today as they were yesterday. There is

and walk a distance? It does seem implausible,

solidarity for we are all joined to Christ.

and the truth will remain unknown. However, this
peculiar aspect of the story of St Clarus has been
expressed in various art forms.
Let us call on St Clarus, a model of chastity, to

The next time you are at Mass in St Joseph’s Church
(Bukit Timah), try to imagine being in the company
of your two new friends. Your expanded family prays
with you and intercedes for you.

intercede for us to obtain the same:
Precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of His holy ones.

Prayer to St Clarus for Chastity
St Clarus,
you set your eyes firmly on Jesus
and were completely devoted to True Love.
Intercede for us,
and obtain for us the virtue of chastity;
that we temper our desires,
choose rightly when tempted,
respect the dignity of the other
as made in His image and likeness,
and cooperate with the Holy Spirit
which resides in us,
to live joyfully in free and authentic self-giving.
For the pure in thought, word and deed;
are true witnesses for Christ.
In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.
With these insights into martyrdom, might we now
have a sense of the reason that the priest kisses the
altar at the beginning and conclusion of Mass?
First and foremost, the altar is a symbol of Christ. The
kiss is a sign of profound respect and greeting that is
naturally applied to objects that represent the divine.
Secondly, the priest is reverencing the martyrs and
their fearless and ultimate sacrifice for the Lord.

Your Family Has Grown
Sts Prosper and Clarus are dead but certainly not
gone. As members of the mystical body, their lives

Within the initial O, Clarus of Vexin stands holding his nimbed
and tonsured head with both hands in front of his chest. Also
note the nimbus above his shoulders.
Book of Hours illuminated manuscript
France, probably Rouen, ca. 1420-1430.
The Morgan Library & Musuem (N.D.). Medieval & Renaissance Manuscripts.
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T IME TO E NTRUST
Consecration to St Joseph
“I know Jesus and
Mother Mary but I
want to know you too,
St Joseph…Who are
you?” was on Sharon
Too’s mind when she
was sitting at the front
pew of the Church of
St Alphonsus, gazing
at the tall stained
glass windows above
the altar. St Joseph’s
image stood tall, a
quiet and gentle man
with a stalk of lily in his
hand.
While St Joseph is
no stranger to most
Catholics, he is now
even more present in
the Universal Church,
especially since Pope
Francis
proclaimed
a special “Year of
St Joseph,” from 8
December 2020 to 8
December 2021. To
celebrate the Year of St
Joseph as well as the 175th Anniversary of St Joseph's
Church (Bukit Timah) Singapore, St Joseph’s church in
collaboration with Montfort Centre organised a series
of programmes which included the Preparation for
Consecration to St Joseph.

This preparation programme is modelled and
adapted from St Louis Marie de Montfort’s triedand-tested 33-day preparation method in his
proposed Marian consecration. Conducted over
Zoom in the span of two months, the participants
were brought through four movements:
Renunciation of the World, Knowledge of Self,
Knowledge of Mary & Joseph, and Knowledge
of Jesus. During each session, participants were
divided into small groups to share based on the
scripture passages, reflection and questions
presented to them.
Joseph Chen Seow Chan, a parishioner from
the Church of St Mary of the Angels felt that the
sharing was personal. With the grace of our Lord
Jesus, he was able to share his inner thoughts
and feelings with his fellow participants. He said,
“the sharing also enabled us to learn from one
another in our shared experiences.”
Sharon Too echoed the same sentiment that this
community has helped her feel connected and
united in this preparation process. She added,
“if I were to do this consecration on my own, I
would have been distracted by temptations
and fallen out of the consecration programme
feeling unworthy.”

Total consecration to St Joseph is a formal act of filial
entrustment to him as our spiritual father so that he
can take care of our spiritual well-being and lead us
to God.

As part of the preparation, participants discovered
that they could approach St Joseph, who has so
many virtues, for guidance and encouragement
to live these virtues, and to stay firmly on the
path to Jesus. Sharon Too found that the content
was well organized and sufficient to prepare
herself for the consecration. She felt guided by
St Joseph to learn and imitate his way more and
more each day, especially as a man of patience
and silence.

The act of consecration of oneself to St Joseph reveals
that we give our hearts to Joseph, so that uniting our
hearts to that of St Joseph will teach us how to love
Jesus totally with a father’s heart.

The Preparation for Consecration to St Joseph
culminated in the Act of a Total Consecration to
Jesus through Mary and St Joseph during the Mass
at St Joseph’s Church on 1st December 2021.
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A total of 43 participants made their total
consecration and renewed their baptismal
promises with great confidence by entrusting
themselves to St. Joseph, the spouse of the
Blessed Virgin and foster father of Jesus Christ.
The Mass was celebrated by Fr Peter Zhang.
After the consecration, the participants received
their consecration certificates with great joy and

many shared that they will continue to live out
their consecration in their daily lives. Joseph Chen
emphasised, “I will continue my journey toward eternal
life as Jesus’ disciple and seek to do the work He has
planned for me.” He has also made a commitment to
continue in his daily prayer, to praise and glorify God,
Our Father, and to ask St Joseph to guide him so that
he can imitate his virtues and that St Joseph may keep
him close to Mother Mary and Jesus.

Participants pledged themselves at the Act of Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary and St Joseph during the Mass celebrated by Fr Peter Zhang

175th Anniversary Closing Events
03
DEC
Year of St Joseph in Art
Presented by: Patricia Tan

8 &15
DEC
Formation Sessions: Discerning
God's Will in My Life
Presented by: Fr James Yeo

07
DEC
Rosary in Honour of St Joseph
Presented by: Montfort Centre

19
DEC
Year-End Extravaganza

Presented by: St Joseph's Church
(Bukit Timah)
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堂 区 讯息

传道，在那偏远的山头
文/图 方济虎威

复

活节当天一早到武吉知马圣若瑟堂参加弥
撒，每位出席者都获得一袋贴心的礼物，包

括一张很别致的书签。今年是圣若瑟年，它的一面

有圣若瑟像和祷文；今年也是圣若瑟堂成立175周

年，它的另一面列出堂史重大事件，上有三位神父
的名字。是这书签引发本文创作灵感，赞美天主！

记 得 在 一 年 前 阅 读了由 刘 伟 强 兄 弟 撰 写 的

Mission on a Hill, Far, Far Away ，可理解为“传

道，在那偏远的山头”，已“认识”这三位神父。此

书详尽地记述了圣若瑟堂史，在我那离圣堂不远，
也是处于一山头的住处读来极有感觉。如果将时

间倒退175年，此地极可能是莽莽山林；又或许它

已然开发，那么，就是胡椒园、甘蜜园了。
22 Easter 2022

武吉知马圣若瑟堂小圣堂外的香蕉树和木瓜树，仿佛连系
着圣堂所处山头的从前。

圣若瑟堂的故事在上述场景中展开。一位来自

堂史上还有一位颇特殊的牧者叫邓若敬神父

巴黎外方传教会，名叫莫德维（Anatole Mauduit）

（Fr Joachim Teng），于1949年至1972在任。有

年起任圣若瑟堂首任神父，至1858年因辞世而止。

“本堂邓神父声如洪钟，身似高塔，我们儿童

的法国神父，来到狮岛这偏远之地传道。自1846

教友这么忆述他：

其事迹现代人难以想像：要学会华族方言与当时

皆‘怕’他。他常骑摩托车，全村人都认识他。他的

蛇猛兽的威胁，要解决建造砖石教堂资金、建材

心的。”

散居在园丘里的住民沟通，要面对私会党徒与毒
短缺的问题……但他竟然做出成果。

著名的生物学家华莱士曾在1850年间访新。从

他所写文字可看出莫神父为人：

“有数星期我住在武吉知马传教士那里……该

处筑了座漂亮的教堂，约有300名教友……吾友

实乃其羊群之父。每个星期天他用中文为他们传

道，周日的晚上有教理讨论活动。他为他们的子

女办学。他的屋子日夜为他们开放。若有人对他

证道铿锵有力，有时有点像骂人，但他也是和蔼善
一位“非一般”的神父跃然纸上。而他对堂区

的贡献，也确实非一般。这包括在教堂园地里种

植果树以售卖水果，养牛羊以售卖鲜奶、牛油；
“

畜牧业”却因他被一头公牛所袭险些丧命而止。
此外，在建新堂以取代不敷应用之旧堂的过程中，

亲自当“承包商”按捐款收入以调整工程进度的
做法，更是罕见。

说：
‘我今天没有米了，’他会给他屋内所存的一半，
尽管所存量不多。”

另一 位令 我 印象 深刻 的是 于18 8 3 年上任的

贝伊奥神父（Fr Jean Marie Belliot）。也是来自

法国的他这一上任，几乎一直留守岗位，至他于

1934年逝世共跨越51年。那时期此地经济风貌
已然改变。胡椒、甘蜜的种植风光不再，住民减

少，教友数目一度降至100多人。贝神父却一直坚

持着，将圣堂当年所拥有的大片土地发展为胶林，

以4万棵橡胶树提供就业机会于堂区住民。

贝神父在任虽长，关于他的描述却不多。打动我心
者是记录他晋铎60周年之庆的这段文字：
“以他

一贯的谦逊，一切巴不得做到最简单，一台小弥撒，
之后一个便餐便好。”

牛乳场自然公园华莱士步道的一个展示牌，略述
华氏住宿于圣若瑟堂事迹。
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《玛窦福音》记载，天使托梦于圣若瑟，要

他带着圣母和圣婴逃往埃及使圣婴不被黑落

德杀害。
“若瑟便起来，星夜带了婴孩和他的

母亲，退避到埃及去了。”黑落德死后，天使再

次托梦于他，指示他们回返，
“他便起来，带了
孩子和他的母亲，进了以色列地域……去住在

一座名叫纳匝肋的城中”。聊聊数语的记录，在
现实中必然存在着许多惊险、枯候、艰辛。也

许莫神父的勇闯荒山，与圣若瑟携妻儿逃往埃

及相似——只因充满未知数且成败难料；贝神
父守着比前不振的堂区超过半个世纪，不知何

时情况 好转，就如圣若瑟无法知晓流亡在外
的圣家哪年方能返乡；邓神父领导堂区走过我

国殖民地至独立的岁月，致力于各种建设，仿

若圣家回返以色列后，圣若瑟勤于建设家园。

三位神父在人生旅途中，仅经历堂区悠长历史

圣若瑟堂入口处的匾牌。

的一段，不知其未来的变化，又好似圣若瑟未

能看到基督光荣的受难、死亡、复活以完成救

恩计划，便已离世。是坚强的信念使圣若瑟尽
职地走完地上全程，他在天国里必能看到这些

光荣的时刻。愿三位神父辞世后都已得见主面，
并看顾着圣若瑟堂的发展。

圣堂入口处有一匾牌，标志着历任本堂神

父姓名和任期，竟多达20余项。想到不同牧者
在不同时期进驻圣若瑟堂山头，必有其独特的

任务而都须效法圣若瑟尽力将它做好，我这个
堂区教友不由感动，仅以此文向他们致敬，并

给予现任正副本堂李光兴与张思谦两位神父

深深的祝福。

此文章转载自《海星报》，2021年5月31日，第7版
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